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I’m not really sure where winter went, but
I’m looking forward to open water fishing,
return of migrating birds, blooming wild-
flowers and other harbingers of spring.

I followed fishing as closely as I could this
past winter and can honestly say it’s been
better. However, that doesn’t mean the fish
aren’t there. A number of anglers I talked to,
who didn’t do very well, thought it through
and understand the reason for the slow bite
in most places. In some instances, it was
simply a matter of too much food for fish. If
you think about it, if you were hungry and
had the choice of going across town and get-
ting a single bite of food or simply roaming
your neighborhood and getting an entire
meal, which would you choose?

I realize that’s putting a human spin on
things, but it’s still the same. This was proven
to some extent through underwater cameras
where fish were viewed swimming up to bait,
nosing it and swimming away – the fish ver-
sion of turning up your nose at a meal. And,
of course, there are those waters that just
didn’t have good numbers of fish for a vari-
ety of reasons.

This issue of North Dakota OUTDOORS is
the annual fishing issue and is meant to pro-
vide some insight into the upcoming season.
Beginning April 1, minor changes to some
fishing regulations will be put to work. We
try to minimize changes to reduce confusion
and potential problems, but inevitably some
adjustments have to be made since fish pop-
ulations and habitat conditions change.

Although not considered a big change, but
change nonetheless, is the reduction in pan-
fish limits. This has been a topic of hot con-
versation for a number of years. Panfish lim-
its have been reduced to 20 fish daily and 80
in possession, down from 35 and 175. This
new regulation and others will be monitored
to assess whether or not they achieve intend-
ed goals.

Also in this issue is a piece about keeping
carp out of Devils Lake. This is an extremely
important topic since more than 99 percent
of fish flesh in this large lake is comprised of
desirable species – walleye, northern pike,

yellow perch and white bass. While undesir-
able white sucker and black bullhead exist in
the lake, they are only a minor player in fish
management. Carp would have a much
greater negative influence on gamefish popu-
lations.

We’ve been working with the Devils Lake
Joint Water Resource Board the past two
years to remedy the situation and are getting
close to a solution. Carp have been moni-
tored and we don’t believe any have entered
the lake as of 2005, but it’s not time to get
complacent. Mother Nature has a way of
knowing when you let your guard down and
she’ll throw a nasty left hook that’ll leave you
wondering what happened.

Another article in this issue deals with the
Game and Fish Department’s Whopper and
Catch and Release clubs. Over the years, I’ve
received comments on why and how we
should manage for trophy fish, especially
walleye. I can appreciate the desire for larger
fish since, as an angler evolves, simply catch-
ing fish isn’t enough anymore. Some anglers
want more of a challenge – ultimately larger
fish. My philosophy is to “never say never”
since there may come a day when managing
for trophy fish will be the right thing to do.
However, in a balanced population, be it
walleye or white-tailed deer, there will be a
portion of the population that exhibits the
trophy traits some are looking for.

There is a downside to managing for tro-
phy animals. Catch rates would decrease
since we simply can’t provide the same
number of larger individuals as small- and
medium-sized fish. And there’s a high possi-
bility that by managing for trophies the
bottom could fall out of the population, espe-
cially in a predator species such as walleye.

Overall, I think we can look for a fairly
good fishing season once again. While some
areas of the state are experiencing low water
conditions, there are others that look pretty
good. And it appears we escaped winter with
little, if any, winterkill on many lakes.

Good luck this season and enjoy the fish-
ing North Dakota has to offer.

MATTERS OF OPINION

Terry Steinwand
Director


